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e Infroduce coercive conirol

» Explore what the literature says about abuse in
BDSM

WORKSHOP * Infroduce the NC-CC model

OVERV| EW « Describe the subcategories of the NC-CC
model

« Questions and feedback (please test and break
my modell No, really!)



WHY AM | DOING THIS
RESEARCH?

* Very little formal research has been conducted
on abuse or coercion in BDSM communifies.

« Studying abuse in these communities poses
unique challenges to researchers who may not
have familiarity with BDSM relationships and

communities.

« Behaviours that are usually listed in screens for
Infimate pariner violence, may not be
iIndicators of abuse within a given dynamic.




WHAT IS COERCIVE CONTROLY?

Basic Components of Coercive Confrol

1.Perpetrator’s intenfilon and motivation to control
the target

2.Target perceives behaviour as negative
3.Perpeftrator’'s ability to make a credible threat




Setting The Stage

Creating vulnerabilities
Exploiting existing
vulnerabilities

Wearing down resistence
Facilitating dependence

Social Ecology

Vulnerability To
Coercion

Target behavior

Coercion

Demand

¥

Credible
threat

Cognitive response
Threat appraisal

Emotional Response
Fear arousal

Behavioral Response
Compliance
Resistance

Combo of both

Surveillance

Delivery of
Consequences

Ovutcomes

Quality of life

View of self

Impact on mental health
Impact on physical health

Adapted from Dutton, M. A.,
Goodman, L. A. (2005). Coercion in
intimate partner violence: Toward
a new conceptualization. Sex
Roles, 52, 743-756.



LITERATURE ON BDSM,
CONSENT, AND ABUSE

2016 Israeli study on considerations BDSM
practitioners weigh when deciding whether to
report sexual assaults in to local authorifies.

« Fear of Victim Blaming

« Not wanting to “out” themselves or
others

» Stigma of being considered “Deviant” or
‘perverse”

« Having to explain difference between
BDSM and assault



LITERATURE ON BDSM,
CONSENT, AND ABUSE

Qualitative study on community response
to boundary violations

» Often handled internally within
communities

 Barriers to pursuing legal sanctions

* Notfes that underreporting of
victimization in the community is “A
serious problem”



MORE BDSM LITERATURE

2015 Journal article on BDSM and IPV

 Literature and case studies to
address the issue facing IPV victims
IN BDSM communities

e Since literature on abuse in BDSM is
“all but nonexistent”, relies on
literature about IPV In same sex
relationships

* Major barrier is that BDSM and
abuse are often conflated




NON
CONSENSUAL
COERCIVE
CONTROL
FRAMEWORK

Adapts coercive conftrol
assessment to BDSM
practitfioners

Designed to be non-shaming
and non-stigmatizing of
consensual BDSM play

Modeled, in part, off of Intimate
Partner Violence checklists for
LGBTQ populations



ﬁ

Consent violations

Nellelilela

SUBCATEGORIES
OF NC-CC — :
FRAMEWORK Minimizing and shaming

Abuse of Intrinsic power
dynamics



,ﬁ*
CONSENT VIOLATIONS




,ﬁ*
ISOLATION




h
MINIMIZING AND SHAMING




INTRINSIC POWER
DYNAMICS/SOCIAL ECOLOGY




ADDITIONAL

CONSIDERATIONS

Anyone in any BDSM role (top, bottom,
dominant, submissive, pet, switch etc.)
can be perpetrators and targets of abuse

It is iImportant, from a harm reduction
perspective, to distinguish between
consensual BDSM activity and abuse

Coercive conftrol focuses on underlying
dynamics, as opposed to the external
trappings of BDSM play

The fact that abuse exists within BDSM is
not a product of deviance, but of
painfully normal interpersonal dynamics
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AUDIENCE FEEDBACK

What, if anything, How would you What, if anything é:c.’“'dyo? Sl?e this
resonates with you feel if you were (subcategories, e'ngcf'de %U?ryou
about this given this items, etc.) would y

communitiese If so, in
frameworke assessmente you wantf fo adde what way?2

Did | miss the

What, it mark anywheree

anything, am |

Do you have any
other thoughts or

- If so, how might |
Missing¢ Fy it2 feedback?




Franklin, A., & Brown, J. (2014).Coerciv e Controlin Same-Sex .
Intimate Partner Violence. Journal of Family Violence, 29(1), 15—
22. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1007/5s10896-013-9558-1

Hardesty, J. L., Crossman, K. A., Haselschwerdt, M. L., Raffaelli, M.,
Ogolsky, B. G., & Johnson, M. P. (2015).Toward a Standard .
Approach to Operationalizing Coercive Control and Classifying
Violence Types. Journal of Marriage and Family, 77(4),833-843.
https://doi.org/10.1111/jomf.12201

Haviv,N. (2016).Reporting Sexual Assaults to the Police: the
Israeli BDSM Community. Sexuality Research and Social Policy,
13(3),276-287.https://doi.org/10.1007/s13178-016-0222-4

Holt, K. (2016).Blacklisted: Boundaries, Violations, and Retaliatory «
Behaviorin the BDSM Community. Retrieved April 14, 2020, from
Utoronto.cawebsite: https://journals-scholarsportal-
info.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/details/01639625/v37i0008/917
_bbvarbitbc.xml °

Lehmann, P., Simmons, C. A., & Pillai, V.K. (2012).The V alidation
of the Checklist of Controling Behaviors (CCB). Violence Against
Women, 18(8),913-933.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801212456522

REFERENCES:

Mokros, A., Wessels, J., Hofmann, M., & Nitschke, J. (2019).
Coerciv e Sexual Sadism: a Systematic Qualitative Review.
Current Psychiatry Reports, 21(12).
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11920-019-1118-9

Myhill, A. (2015). Measuring Coerciv e Control. Violence Against
Women, 21(3),355-375.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801214568032

Myhill, A., & Hohl, K. (2016).The “Golden Thread”: Coercive
Control and Risk Assessment for Domestic Violence. Journal of
InterpersonalViolence, 34(21-22),4477-4497.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260516675464

Pitagora, D. (2015).Intimate partner violence in sadomasochistic
relationships. Sexual and Relationship Therapy, 31(1), 95-108.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14681994.2015.1102219

Dutton, M. A., Goodman, L. A. (2005).Coercion in intimate
partnerviolence: Toward a new conceptualization. Sex Roles,
52,743-756.



